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for unbiased treatment. The unbiased treatment of controversial
topics is a plea for conservatism and a public confession that
liberal rationalism is not in earnest about the economic welfare
of the masses.

The second article in the creed of the Genteel Whig demands
more discussion because it is more widely held and more often
stated. The hall-mark of genteel Whiggery in education is to
draw a sharp distinction between knowledge cultivated as a
means of livelihood and true intellectual culture, which is know-
ledge sought as an end in itself. Being an empirical Englishman
I cannot escape the suspicion<hat people justify a thing as good
in itself when they know of no sound reason to commend it to
their opponents. It will generally be found that knowledge as an
end in itself is knowledge once sought because it then had a vital
relationship to pressing social needs and is now cultivated as an
ornament of leisure. The defence of knowledge as an end in itself
conceals a confusion between two aspects of the process by which
knowledge is acquired. In general those who advance knowledge
are those who have a strong personal interest in certain classes of
problems for some reason connected with upbringing or con-
stitution. Whether they are able to gratify this interest to a
greater or lesser extent depends on a Variety of circumstances such
as whether their work advances the material or social aspirations
of a powerful social group. What makes it important for the
average citizen to have knowledge of this kind depends on
whether such knowledge is or is not relevant to civic welfare.

In so far as the statement that knowledge should be sought as
an end in itself has a legitimate meaning it can imply only one
thing. The predilections of specialists who interest themselves in
a particular class of problems are not necessarily, or even usually,
connected with utilitarian considerations. The truth of this state-
ment has no relevance to the education of the average citizen.
An illustration will make the confusion of thought more explicit.
Psychoanalysts say that surgery provides a legitimate form of
sublimation for die sadistic impulses of people who have the
manual skill which surgery demands. Whether this statement is